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From Superintendent Bradbury
Long Range Facilities Plan

At their January board meeting, board members submitted names of individuals to serve on the
Long Range Facilities Planning Committee. The first responsibility of the committee is to
develop a patron survey. Results from the survey will be used to determine the community’s
viewpoint on the deteriorating condition of the district’s facilities and their level of support for
improving those facilities.

The board has spent the last six months studying our facilities and the needed repairs. The
most significant challenges at each campus include:

WFHS Main Building Built in 1968

The electrical system needs upgraded. We are not able to use all of the electrical appliances at
the same time because it throws electrical breakers. Classrooms only have one electrical outlet
on the north and south wall of each classroom and the outlets are looped to the outlets on the
common wall of the next classroom. Additional classrooms were added to the north end of the
main building in 1995. HVAC units in the main building are 17 years old (1995). The win-
dows in the main building leak at the bottom of the window in each classroom when there is
heavy rain and a strong wind. The parking surface areas of all facilities in Pomona are gravel
or increasingly deteriorating chip and seal. The track surface is AB-3 screenings and in to-
day’s environment, is not acceptable to host track meets. The majority of schools who offer
track and field as an athletic program have all weather surface tracks. The junior varsity gym,
built in 1950, has ground water challenges and the current floor has a continued use life of five
years. The facility does not meet ADA handicapped accessible requirements.

North High School Building Built in 1988

The electrical challenges in this 24 year old building are not quite as severe as in the main
building. The roof is 23 years old and the HVAC units are 23 years old. The main varsity
gym’s bleachers have been repaired several times and the last time they were repaired we were
advised the next time would require replacement due to the age of the current bleacher system.
That gym was built in 1988 so those bleachers are 24 years old. A gym floor can normally be
sanded 3 times. The normal time between sanding is 10-15 years. Our floor was last sanded
in the summer of 2008 for the third time.

Metal 300 Building Built in 1964

The 300 Building contains special education classrooms and the weight room is on the north
end of this building. The weight room size is slightly undersized for today’s high school
physical education classes.

Fore more of Superintendent Bradbury’s article, see page 2.
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Due to changing weather conditions, there is
always the possibility classes may have to dismiss
early. If you are not home during the day, please
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From Superintendent Dotson Bradbury, continued from page 1

Long Range Facilities Plan

400 Metal Wood Shop Building Built in 1964

The building is not of adequate size for the number of students who enroll in wood construction. Storage space for lumber and
student projects is severally inadequate.

Vocational Agriculture Building

The overall size is adequate but the spaces could be better arranged. Keep in mind this was a business as an auto mechanic shop
purchased by the district when reconfiguration occurred. Part of the space is set aside for use by the wood shop class for larger
projects. The space is also used by the district in the summer for temporary storage.

Middle School Building Built in 1958

Classrooms were added to the west end of the main building in 1995. Primary challenges are the age of the mechanical and
electric systems in the older part of the building and the age of the roof in a 53-year old building. There is a drainage problem at
times with standing water in the crawl space. The rough estimated cost for improvements in Pomona is $7,972,500

Williamsburg Elementary School Main Building Built in 1957

The electrical and mechanical systems would have greater demands placed on it should the full time enrollment rebound from its
current 110 students. The windows in the 1957 building, HVAC units, roof, parking lot, gym lights and classroom floor cover-
ings are other areas of concern. The old wood shop’s roof and exterior wall are in need of repair, or demolition of the entire
building is needed. The annex building, used for pre-school students, was built by the house building class in 1999. The build-
ing housing food service and elementary music was built in 1985. Additional classrooms were added to the south end of the
main building in 1995. The rough estimated cost for improvements at Williamsburg is $2,055,000

Appanoose Elementary School Built in 1989

The original school was built in 1934 and is now used primarily by the Appanoose Preservation Society for their museum and
also for community events in the area. The K-5 school was built in 1989 with additions in 1993 and 1995. Major concerns in-
clude the 22 year old HVAC units in some parts of the building and the roof. The original gym floor in the main building needs
sanded and repainted. The only use of the 1934 building is limited storage; any major repairs should be seriously evaluated be-
fore being undertaken. The rough estimated cost for improvements at Appanoose is $1,847,000.

Total for all facilities $11,874,500

2012 Long-Range Facilities Planning Committee

The following people have graciously accepted the responsibility of developing the survey detailed above:

Lou Coppoc Jim Crosby Janie Dillon Rusty Ecord
Laura Fischer Jeff Hoyt Ginger Judd Raymond Love
Shay Shotton Johna Snethen Tonya Turnbaugh Sherry Wiscombe
Ben Wray Noel Young

PBhat’s News ab West Franklin?

Check out our website at www.usd287.org for district news. There you will find all kinds of information,
including things like:

Board Agenda BOE Meeting Minutes BOE Members Info
District Calendar School Menus District Newsletter
Job Openings Parent Information School Closing Info

School Links Facilities Improvement Information
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Many thangs......

e To the following Christmas angels who adopted 45 children in our district for the holidays:
*  Pomona Methodist Church
*  Centropolis Christian Church
*  Michigan Valley Methodist Church

*  Homewood Christian Church @
*  Williamsburg Methodist Church

*  Appanoose Baptist Church v

*  West Franklin FFA 7

*  West Franklin FCCLA
*  West Franklin MS KAYS
*  West Franklin MS PTO
*  Williamsburg Library Staff
*  WES Staff
*  Carol Adler and Mary Garber
e The shoe program sponsored by Ransom Memorial Hospital and Ottawa University staff which provided 50
shoe vouchers for our kids.
e Of course, Mrs. McCurdy and the West Franklin Learning Center students who clean and pack backsnacks
every week for 75 students and to Brenda and Patti who make sure the backpacks get distributed.
My thanks to all of you for the on going support and care you show to our students.
Bonnie Walz,
District Social Worker

Summer Reading Program

Where? Pomona Community Library
When? June 6, 2012-July 25, 2012, every Wednesday af-
ternoon

Time? 2:00-3:00pm for all ages
Who?  Everyone is welcome

PLEASE COME AND JOIN THE FUN!!!
Adults can join in the fun for prizes!!!

Stores, Games, Prizes and Snacks

Sponsored by the Pomona Community Library
219 West “A” Street
Pomona, KS 66076
785-418-9932
Http://pomona.mykansaslibrary.org
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West Franklin USD 287

Board of Education Meeting
Monday, January 9, 2012
7:00 pm
Unofficial Minutes

Call to Order

The regular meeting of the West Franklin USD 287 Board of Education was called to order by President Thayne Bush with the
following members present: Curt Altic, Stacy Hower, Lisa Reece, Sherry Harris, Tim Matthias, Stacia Spencer

Also present: Mr. Dotson Bradbury, Superintendent, Teresa Hawkins, Clerk, Principal Cathy Brandt, Curriculum Director Andy
Azwell, Bill Lloyd, Joann Hancock, Dee Short and Ottawa Herald Reporter Crystal Harbor

Amend Agenda
The board voted to amend the agenda by adding:

e 4.5 21% Century Grant
e 4.6 Travel Request

Approve Consent Agenda

The board approved the following items on the consent agenda:

e  Minutes of the December 12, 2011 Meeting
¢ Financial Reports/Pay Bills

Patron Forum

Dee Short voiced concerns regarding the possibility of restoring some of the extra curricular activities that had been cut in pre-
vious years due to loss of budget authority.

Jo Ann Hancock asked how to get a copy of the agenda. She was reminded that all board information is now posted on the dis-
trict website.

Reports

Principal Susan Wildeman was ill and not in attendance.

Principal Rick Smith not in attendance due to hosting the middle school league basketball tournament.

Principal Cathy Brandt had nothing to add to her report in the board management letter.

Principal Robert Allen not in attendance due to hosting the middle school league basketball tournament.

Curriculum Director Andy Azwell informed the Board of the need to increase the ban width for our internet. The increase is
needed due to the increasing use of streaming videos and etc. used for instruction. Mr. Azwell will contact a few different ven-
dors to see what our options are.

Superintendent Dotson Bradbury explained the governor’s current proposal for school finance. He also gave the Board a
computer printout from KSDE (Kansas State Department of Education) showing the effects when the supplemental general state
aid is prorated at 85.7 percent for districts with a low assessed valuation.

Principal Rick Smith arrived at 7:27 pm

Three Lakes Educational Coop — Lisa Reece reported that there still are no bidders on the TLC building in Osage City that is
for sale. The realtor will be lowering the price periodically.

Recreation Commission Audit Reports

Mr. Bradbury explained the audit reports for all three recreation commissions. The auditor was unable to complete audits for
any of the commissions due to missing information. The Board asked that Mr. Bradbury contact each commission president and
treasurer and suggest that a uniform accounting system be established and that the treasurers have training from district office

staff.
Continued on page 5
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West Franklin USD 287

Board of Education Meeting
Monday, January 9, 2012
Unofficial Minutes continued

Surplus Property Bids

One of the successful bidders from last month’s surplus bids did not take possession of the 1993 Ford F350 Econoline van. The
board voted to reject all previous bids on this van and to rebid the vehicle.

Audit Contract for the 2011-2012 School Year
The contract with Lowenthall, Webb & Odermann was approved by the board of education. There will be a fee of increase of
$140.00

Long Range Facilities Planning Committee

Previously each board member was asked to recruit two community members to serve on the planning committee and bring
those names to the January meeting. Those names were given to the board clerk and Mr. Bradbury will contact each member.
This committee will compose a survey to be sent to all district patrons for input.

Mr. Bradbury gave all board members an analysis of the impact of a mill levy, both with and without state aid. This analysis
was prepared by Greg Vahrenberg of Piper Jaffray.

21* Century Grant
The board approved and authorized the implementation of the grant. This grant is for both an after-school and summer program
for students in grades 2-8.

Travel Request

The board voted to accept the following travel request:
Janet Ashburn to attend the KMEA Workshop in Wichita — Feb. 23-25

Executive Session

At 8:40 pm, the board voted to enter executive session for 30 minutes, for the purpose of discussing non-elected personnel, to
protect the privacy interests of the individuals to be discussed, and for the purpose of discussing negotiations, to protect the pub-
lic interest in negotiating a fair and equitable contract and for discussing matters affecting a student, to protect the privacy inter-
ests of the individual(s) to be discussed. Mrs. Brandt was asked to remain.

Mrs. Brandt exited executive session at 8:45 pm

The Board of Education returned to open meeting at 9:10 pm

At 9:10 pm, the board voted to re-enter executive session for 5 minutes.
The Board of Education returned to open meeting at 9:15 pm

At 9:15 pm, the board voted to re-enter executive session for 15 minutes for the purpose of discussing non-elected personnel, to
protect the privacy interests of the individuals to be discussed, for the purpose of discussing negotiations to protect the public
interest in negotiating a fair and equitable contract, for discussing matters affecting a student, to protect the privacy interests of
the individual(s) to be discussed and for the superintendent’s evaluation.

Mr. Bradbury exited executive session at 9:15 pm

The Board of Education returned to open meeting at 9:30 pm

The board voted to re-enter executive session at 9:30 pm for 10 minutes for the purpose of the superintendent’s evaluation.
The Board of Education returned to open meeting at 9:40 pm

At 9:40 pm, the board voted to re-enter executive session for 5 minutes for the purpose of the superintendent’s evaluation.

The Board of Education returned to open meeting at 9:45 pm

Continued on page 6
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Employment Recommendations

West Franklin USD 287

Board of Education Meeting
Monday, January 9, 2012
Unofficial Minutes continued

The board voted to accept the following employment recommendations:

Resignation/Retirement

Jeff Smith — Middle School Girls Basketball Coach

Cynthia Randle — AES — Custodian

Chuck Lee — WFHS Teacher — Retirement at the end of the school year

Bev Bird — WES Title 1 Teacher — Retirement

at the end of the school year

Patty Nelson — AES Teacher — Retirement at the end of the school year

Employment
Susan Zentz — WFHS — Mentor Teacher

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 9:55 pm.

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATE-
MENT

West Franklin U.S.D. #287 does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, disability, or age in admis-
sion or access to, or treatment or em-
ployment in, it’s programs or activities.
Any questions regarding the Board’s
compliance with Title VI, Title IX, or Sec-
tion 504, including information about the
existence and location of services, may
be directed to the U.S.D. #287 Human
Rights Officer Dodson Bradbury, who
can be reached at (785)566-3396, 510 E.
Franklin, Pomona, KS or to the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, U.S. Depart-

ment of Education.

ECKAN Head Start offers a com-
prehensive child development pro-
H ead gram for children ages 0-5 in the
West Franklin school district and is
now enrolling for the 2012-2013

ST T school year. Please call 566-9726
ar for more information.

Wellness Information
Want to see how well our schools/district is/are doing?
Visit https://ksweb.ksde.org/knclaim/Login.asp
+  User ID of Wellguest
*+  Password of Wellguest3

*  Select School Nutrition Programs,

Remember:
Eat Smart!
Play Hard!

Eating healthy and exercising
regularly makes any body better!

*  Select Program Year,
#  Click Applications in blue bar,
*  Click Wellness Policy Builder,

+  Select a school from the list by selecting a letter.

We encourage all patrons to visit this website and see how our
District is doing with our Wellness Program.
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APPANOOSE ELEMENTARY

February 2012

Ist PTO 6:30pm

8th  Early Dismissal
12:30pm

10th  Well Child Screening/
K Round-Up 8:30am-3:30pm

11th  PTO Chili Supper 5:00pm

14th  Valentine Parties 2:45pm
Site Council 3:45pm

20th NO SCHOOL
Parent Teacher Conferences
11:30am-7:00pm
ARC meeting 7:00pm

. Please remember to save your Box-Tops, Best

- Choice Labels, Campbell's Soup Labels and

: Tyson At School Labels. You can send them to
. school with your student or drop them off at the
. school office. These items help buy supplies

- and books for our school library. (g \?@@@é @
! Thank You @(M
: P

e .;J%g&\és)

Mrs. Stigalls 'Kivndergarten Class

3

Kindergarten Round-Up
and
Well Child Screenings

FEBRUARY 10, 2012
8:30am-3:30pm

Allow our team of professionals
to monitor your child’s overall
development.

Please call 785-566-3386 to
schedule an appointment.

€Ss.

February and State Assessments

February is the month schools across the state
begin state testing. If your elementary child is in
grades 3-5, he will be a part of the testing proc-

We will be testing in the mornings as a gen-

eral rule. There are some things you can do to
help both your child and the school during this
time:

make sure your child gets at least 8-10 hours
of sleep each night

have your child eat a good breakfast, either
at home or at school

assure your child that he will do fine on the
assessments, as long as he just does his best
work

be sure and schedule out of school appoint-
ments for the afternoon for the testing period
of February 15 thru April 20, if possible

Thank you for your support in your child’s edu-
cation. Appanoose Elementary staff appreciates
the impact you have in your child’s success and
value working with you.

Cathy Brandt, Principal

Mrs. Stigall’s kindergarten class enjoyed making and decorat-

ing gingerbread houses. While making these we practiced

to retell the story.

square, triangle, rectangle, whole and half. When decorating the house we
sorted candies and counted. Along with that theme, Mr. Stigall told The Gin-
gerbread Man for our kindergartners and Mrs. Conway’s at Williamsburg. We
also practiced following directions, short vowel a, rhyming words with man,
sequencing of the story, same and different, and used our sequencing pictures
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Williamsburg Elementary
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM Kindergarten Round Up Country Mart

. . . And Cards
Mrs. Welch, Program Coordinator, is keeping stu- Well Child Screenings  There is still time

dents busy with lots of activities after school. If csed th %o turn in vour card
They have started off by going to the City Li- you missed The screen- Y

ing at Williamsburg ,
brary and ended the first week with exercises ;hg o J number to Brenda,
ere will be another one i 4+heo office.
and games. at Appanoose on February
Activities include: Snack, Homework, Tutoring, 10th. Please call Pattie at Parent/Teacher
Academic Time, and Daily Scheduled Activities. 785-566-3386 for an
) ) . appointment. Conferences
Registration forms will be sent home before ¥ o ‘ o
Spring Break for the next Session, which will run This screening is very im- Your Ch'l,ds classroom
portant for all children teacher will be contact-
from March 26th to May 22nd. . ) .
and especially those who ing parents if confer-
Mrs. Welch is in need of the following supplies: are eligible to enter Kin- ences need to be
Clip Boards, gently used board games, legos, and  dergarten in the fall. scheduled.
f:ookmg supplies-(cookie sheets, utensils, measur-  plegse call 785-528-5003 Keep saving your
ing cups & spoons). for additional screening Campbell Soup labels
; dates. And
If you would like tfo volunteer and help , please Box Tops

call Mrs. Welch, at 785-746-5777.

Important Dates

8 | Class Pictures 2/2

Ronald McDonald
House Donation

Students and staff collected
food and pop tabs to help the
Ronald McDonald House.

Several of our school families
have benefitted from this or-
ganization. Mr. Alan Lubert,

Early Dismissal 2/8

Site Council @ 5:30 2/14
pm

PTO @ 6:00 2/14

Art Friday 2/17

Parent/Teacher 2/20
| | Conf.

Community Relations, said that :
| | 11:30-7:00

over $27,000 was collected last
year. Pop tabs are still being
collected and drop of f boxes are
at the school.

Awards Assembly — 2/24
@
2:30
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“Every truth has two sides: it is as well to look at both, before we commit ourselves to either”

The Parents of an American Hero don’t skip Parent Teacher Conferences--neither should you!
Please mark your calendars for February 20™ as an important day to remember. No, not because
it was 50 years ago that John Glenn was the first American to orbit the earth in the Friendship
VII Mercury Capsule in 1962. Yes, it is true that in 1949 on that date the 1% International Pan-
cake Race was held in Liberal, Kansas. But the reason February 20th is important is because that
is the date of Parent/Teacher Conferences at West Franklin Middle School. The Conferences will
be held from 11:30am-7:00pm.

Traditionally, the first conference of the year is much better attended than the conferences in the /
second half of the year. However, the conferences in the second half of the year are every bit as

Important
Dates

important as the conferences in the first half of the year. Dr. Michael Thompson presents some County Spelling Bee 1:00 | 2
helpful tips for parents concerning Parent/Teacher Conferences in his Time Magazine article of Ottawa Middle School
February 13, 2005. League Band Concert

7:00

1. Kids do better academically when they feel that adults in their lives see them consis-
tently. (parents and teachers)

2. Kids whose parents attend conferences do better academically. Parents show children that | Quiz Bowl @ Osage City | 6

school is a priority by attending. 430 pm
3. During conferences focus on your child’s needs. Build a mutual respect between you and
the teacher. Early Dismissal 12:30 8
4. Share insider information about your child’s likes and dislikes, hopes and fears.
. . . PTO 5:30 pm /13
5. Use grade cards as a jumping off point but not the focus of the conferences.
6. Ask about your child’s progress in areas such as social and emotional development as Site Coundil 430 pm 14

well as academic progress.

7. Ask what you can do to help as a parent. Parent Teacher Confer- 20

8. Leave your baggage and childhood memories of school, whether good or bad, at home; ences |130am-7:00pm
the conference is about your child, not you. Quiz Bowl @ Council
Grove 4:30pm

Show your child that school is important by attending conferences on Feb. 20, 2012. After all,
John Glenn’s parents probably went to all his conferences and the International Pancake Race in ) o

. . . . . Quiz Bowl @ Mission 28
Liberal is on the Feb. 18 this year. So there is no excuse to miss conferences. Valley 4:30pm

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1027505,00.html

Sports Physical
MS Students and Staff take pride in helping the community Students participating in

track need to make sure
" Q e A - The WFMS KAY club sponsored a they have a sports physi-
D Gy ? N

¢ canned food drive that collected 797 cal turned into the office.

Students may not partici-

' donated to the local food pantry along pate until physical has
- with a $200 check to help with other been turned in.
| food items.

>
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Parent Teacher Conference
MONDAY  FEB 20th 11:30am—7:00pm
Teachers will be in classrooms for conferences. Hope to see you there.

: Senior Parents ATTENTION JUNIORS

: A colored 4X5 or 5X7 head and shoulder shot is :Money that is owed for not selling magazines is due Fri-
: needed for the class composite displayed in the gymna- :day, February 24th. There is a $10 late charge for every
: sium. The actual photo will be returned before gradua- :month fee is not paid. Remember, money has to be paid
: tion. Please do NOT send a scanned photo. Photos ‘before Juniors can purchase prom tickets. If you need to
* must meet school dress code. ‘set up payment arrangements, see Ms. Gull ASAP.

Please help Ms. Greer get these photos by March 1st
: so that the composite and the Herald senior section will
: be complete with all seniors.

If you would like a small shed or greenhouse built, the
WEFHS carpentry class has time this semester to build
you a building.

Cost is materials plus 10%.

Call Troy Ifland at 785-566-3392
Ext. 401

. .
T LR T L

Wes Franklin students have done a great job supporting
FCCLA DOES HOLIDAY SHARING our basketball teams. What will the “BLUE CREW” do

Our WFHS FCCLA members dealt with the weather next to show their FALCON PRIDE?
as we carried out our Parents Day Out. Our ener-
gized leaders worked with five rotating sessions and
then the WFMS KAY's worked with the games area.
Santa surprised the children as he made a late day
appearance. Working with our NHS, FFA, and
FBLA students, we spread cheer throughout the

- Warm up with a bowl of FFA Chili
e Tuesday February 7th FFA members
will be serving chili before the Queen
of Courts game.

towns of Williamsburg and Pomona sharing food e Bowl of Chili, Homemade Cinnamon
plates and caroling. Our FCCLA members donated Rolls, pickle and drink for ONLY
gifts and food as we selected three families to have  ~ $4.00.

for our Adopt-A-Family project. Members really got
into the holiday spirit with writing letters to our ser-
vice men and women as well as wrapping gifts for
our families. Several groups are now working on

. L. ACT Testing
STAR events and members are gearing up for District nNext testing date is April 14™. Registration deadline is

H Elections and STAR Events competition Feb. 1 in  March 9™. See Mrs. Hoyt for information.

Yates Center. JUNIORS it is not too early for you to start testing.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 Pay Period Ends 4
- AES PTO 6:30 pm - WES Class Pictures for | Newsletter Articles Due
.FCCLA District Elec- AM Pre-K thru 5th -HS BB @ Lebo 5pm
tions grade @ 9am
o .FFA @ Louisburg . WES Class Pictures for
: @ c” PM Pre-K @ 12:30pm
v 4 4 . County Spelling Bee
Ipm @ OMS
) W ' . HS Regional Scholars
y Bowl
. FFA Poultry/Dairy @
Council Grove
- MS League Band
3:00/7:00 pm
5 6 7 8 Early Dismissal 12:30 | 9 10 11
.Bus Mtg 2 pm @ DO | .Custodial Mtg 2 pm, District Staff Develop- . AES Well Child . AES PTO Chili Sup-
Board Room DO Board Room ment Screening/K Round- per Spm
-MS Quiz Bowl @ - HS BB vs Madison . FBLA District Confer- Up 8:30-3:30 - HS State Scholars
Osage City 4:30 pm 4:45 pm ence - Queen of Courts Bowl
- Queen of Courts Dance 8pm-11pm - ACT Test
. FFA Chili Supper
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
State Assessments -BOE @ DO 7pm - AES Valentines Par- .FFA Meats @ Ottawa | .HS BB vs Burlingame . WFHS Powerlifting
Feb 15 - April 20 - HS Site Council 5:15 ties 2:45 pm .FCCLA District Star 4:45 pm (Senior Meet
pm . AES Site Council 3:45 | Events Night)
«MS PTO 5:30 pm - WES Site Council - Non-tenured Meeting | . FFA Spring Mtg @
5:30 pm 4-5 pm @ WFHS Spring Hill
-WES PTO 6 pm
. MS Site Council 4:30
19 20 NO SCHOOL 21 22 23 24 25
PARENT TEACHER -HS BB @ Lyndon - WES Awards Assem-
CONF 11:30am-7pm 4:45 pm bly @ 2:30 pm
«ARC 7pm
«MS Quiz Bowl @
Council Grove 4:30 pm
26 27 28 29

. First possible date of
spring sports practice

-MS Quiz Bowl @
Mission Valley 4:30

HS BB Sub-State

A

v
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Key Points In English Language Arts continued...by Andy Azwell, Curriculum Director

Language

The standards expect that students will grow their vocabularies through a mix of conversations, direct instruction, and reading.
The standards will help students determine word meanings, appreciate the nuances of words, and steadily expand their repertoire

of words and phrases.

The standards help prepare students for real life experience at college and in 2|st century careers. The standards recognize that
students must be able to use formal English in their writing and speaking but that they must also be able to make informed, skillful

choices among the many ways to express themselves through language.

Vocabulary and conventions are treated in their own strand not because skills in these areas should be handled in isolation but

because their use extends across reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Media and Technology

Just as media and technology are integrated in school and life in the twenty-first century, skills related to media use (both critical

analysis and production of media) are integrated throughout the standards.

(Common Core initiative, 201 1) Common Core initiative. (201 |). Key points in English language arts. Retrieved from

http://www.corestandards.org/about-the-standards/key-points-in-English-language-arts

Seacher of the Year
JoAnn Stigall

Kindergarten Teacher

Appanoose Elementary School

According to Cathy Brandt, Principal at
Appanoose Elementary, Mrs. Stigall is an
outstanding example of the teaching pro-
fession. She has had so many years of ex-
perience that teaching is automatic to her
and she weaves her subject matters to-
gether seamlessly. Students’ test scores
improve under her instruction, and she is a
joy to watch in the classroom.

Mrs. Stigall’s accomplishments include
teaching in the Indian nation, running a
preschool, teaching at several grade levels
and successfully mentoring other teachers.

She can now add another distinction to her
long and wonderful career - Teacher of the
Year. Congratulations, Mrs. Stigall, and
thank you for all you have done.

Transportation News

It is hard to believe there are only 4 > months of school
remaining this year.

A big “thank you” to all the parents in the district whose
students ride the school buses. This year four routes were
combined and/or eliminated. This meant the remaining
routes had to absorb the overflow. Also, due to distance and
timing, the routes now have to be run in a more rigid manner
with respect to students being at their stop waiting for the
school bus. As the routes have settled in, a regular schedule
is being maintained and this makes it easier for students to know when the school bus will
be at their stop. The drivers do have a 30 second waiting rule which is applied to unusual
circumstances and is not the rule for all stops. The buses now average a 35 student rider-
ship. If the driver were to wait 30 seconds at each stop it would require another 15 min-
utes to complete a school bus route.

Some complaints have arisen from the fact that a school bus pickup time will vary at
times. This is correct as it depends on who does not ride on a certain day. The route can
be shortened up to 10 minutes at times. That is why the state has a plus or minus 10 min-
ute ruling.

Another type of criticism involves a late bus. A lot of parents depend on the school bus
picking up their children at a certain time so they can commute to work. It is unfortunate
that there can be problems with the school bus, driver, and weather. Along this same line
is the fact that seven of the nine routes cross one or more railroad crossings one or more
times. Some routes used to have a calling chain that could be used for such instances.
However, this method of communication appears to have been lost.

To overcome problematic situations, an effort is being made to utilize the School Reach
software to accommodate individual route notifications. The district Tech Systems Ana-
lyst was provided information requested to accomplish the program utilization. The soft-
ware manufacturer has to be contacted for certain information. If this can be done on a
route basis, individual route patrons would be notified by School Reach of any major
changes in the route timing.

It is possible that an afternoon shuttle driver will be needed from Appanoose to Pomona
and return. At this time it looks as if the hours would be 3:20 PM to 5:45 PM daily. The
driver would be driving a 65 passenger school bus, so all the certification would need to
be met. Contact the district office for more information.

Again, thanks for a great year.

Richawd Adler, Transportation Divector
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What Can I Do to Make My Community
a Better Place?

A Essay Contest Tn Celetration of Marntin Luther Ring. .

The guidelines were simple:

*  Applicants were to be students enrolled in elementary and secondary schools
in Franklin County

Categories were grades 1-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12

Essays were to be 450 words or less and would be judged on presentation,
content, age appropriate syntax and development of thought

McKenzie, Evan, David, Keaton, Kylee

Imagine the pleasant surprise and delight when FIVE (!) West Franklin students placed as winners in the essay competition:

1st - Kylee Prouty, 8th grade

2nd - Evan Macklin, 8th grade

3rd - David Rolland, 7th grade

4th - McKenzie Daniels, 8th grade
5th - Keaton Wise, 8th grade

Awards and reading of essays took place at Ottawa University Chapel in Ottawa on Sunday, January 15, 2012. Richard
Jackson, President of the Ottawa black Awareness Committee was the Master of Ceremonies; Kansas Attorney General
Derek Schmidt was the speaker.

Winners won U.S. Savings Bonds: st place - $100, 2nd place - $75, 3rd place - $50. All participants received medals.
Congratulations to these fine students for a job well done! They make us Falcon proud!



