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district is positioned finan-
cially as well as we have 
been for many years.  We 
still have to look at cost 
reduction.  The board and 
administrators spent time 
during the January board 
meeting reviewing options.  
Recommendations to ad-
dress the state budget cuts 
will be forthcoming to the 
board. 
 
One recommendation to the 
board at the January meet-
ing was the purchase of a 
new mini -van for use in the 
driver’s education program.  
Funds for the van will come 
out of the driver education 
fund, which is a restricted 
fund.  This fund is sup-
ported by the state for driver 
education purchases and 
may not be used for any 
other expense of the district, 
such as salaries, utilies, etc.  
For years, money was saved 
in the fund in order to pur-
chase a vehicle for driver 
education use.  The district 
is eligible to receive the 
state bid price for the mini-
van, which is considerably 
less expensive than purchas-
ing through conventional 
means. 
 
As we work though the 
budget challenges that await 
us, if you have questions or 
concerns, I hope you will 
take time to contact me at 
the central office.             
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The second half of this 
school year is off to a fast 
start.  We have additional 
sporting events on the cal-
endar, due to weather can-
celations in December.  
Staff and students are gear-
ing up for state assessment 
tests which began last se-
mester and will continue 
through a significant part of 
this semester. 
 
The Kansas Legislature is 
back in session and the gov-
ernor has presented the 
budget.  Much of the legis-
lature finds the governor’s 
budget unacceptable when it 
comes to funding cuts for 
public K-12 education.  
They have expressed publi-
cally they do not believe the 
governor went far enough in 
reducing state dollars to 
public schools.  This in-
cludes both the current fis-
cal year, which started July 
1, 2008 and fiscal year 
2010, which begins in July 
of 2009. 
 
Currently, with the gover-
nor’s plan, the impact of the 
proposed budget cuts on 
West Franklin students 
would be $8,493 for this 
current year.  However, 
possible legislative action 
may reduce funds further.  
 
 The story for the next fiscal 
year is quite different.  West 
Franklin has had a decline 
in enrollment for the past 
two years.  The governor’s 
budget proposal would cut 
$88 in funding per pupil   

($22 in FY 09 + $66 in FY 
10).  Therefore, the district 
will experience a projected 
loss in budget authority of 
$342,865.  This figure does 
not take into account any 
funding cuts in special edu-
cation.   
 
The governor’s budget, by 
law, must be based on the 
latest estimated revenue 
figures, which were estab-
lished on Election Day in 
November.  Since then, 
state tax revenues have 
fallen nearly an additional 
$50 million.  That shortfall 
and any others will have to 
be made up with additional 
adjustments to the state 
budget, which legally can-
not have a negative ending 
balance.  The final budget 
estimates will not be known 
until after April 15th.   
 
School districts are being 
told that news regarding 
their cuts for this fiscal year, 
which ends June 30, 2009,  
will be forthcoming by the 
first part of February.  It is 
hoped that cuts for next 
fiscal year, which starts July 
1, 2009, will be announced 
in May.   
 
We have been planning for 
some time for a loss in 
budget authority due to the 
decline in enrollment we’ve 
experienced the last two 
years.  Most will agree that  
current economic conditions 
faced by the nation and state 
could not have been pre-
dicted.  Fortunately, the 
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West Franklin USD 287 Regular Board Meeting 
Monday, January 12, 2009 

(Unofficial Minutes) 
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Monday, January 12, 2009 
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Williamsburg Community Library 
Invites you to Celebrate Dr. Seuss's Birthday 

Sunday, March 1, 2009 3pm-5pm 
			 The CAT will read a story or two.   Share a snack, Grab a book. 
   We’ll paint on your face     When you leave the library 
   and you will build a craft too.    On BOOKS you’ll be HOOKED. 
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21st Century Skills and Digital-Age Literacy 
By Andrew Azwell, Curriculum Director 
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 Thank you to so many in our communities who helped to provide 44 children and their families help for the holidays.  As always, I 
was totally amazed with the number of gifts and food baskets donated.  In these times of economic struggle for everyone, it was heartwarm-
ing to see the community’s response first hand.   

 Thank you especially to the WFMS Kays Club, WFHS FCCLA, Pomona Methodist Church, Williamsburg Methodist Church, 
Homewood Community Church, Appanoose Baptist Church, Centropolis Christian Church, and Carol, Mary and Connie, the cooks at Ap-
panoose.   

 Thank you to the Senior Citizens of Pomona who once again collected and donated hats, gloves and mittens. 

 On behalf of the families, I want to extend a sincere and heartfelt THANK-YOU to everyone for  all you have done. 

 Once again, I’d like to remind you about the Love & Logic Parenting Classes being held at West Franklin Middle School on 
March 3, 10, 24 and 31.  Contact the Elizabeth Layton Center to register at (785)242-3780.  Babysitting will be provided.  For more infor-
mation, please see below. 

As we continue our look at the ISTE National Educational Technology Standards (NETS•S), we will take a closer look at stan-
dard 3: Research and Information Fluency.  

 
The research and information fluency standard states “Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.”  
 
 Information is being created at an astonishing rate and placed at our fingertips via a variety of options such as the Internet. 

Twenty first century jobs will require students to wade through this multitude of information to complete the necessary tasks re-
quired of them.  

 
With information continually increasing, the ability to gather information skillfully is a must. Our students need to possess skills 

to effectively search the Internet and other electronic media, download a variety of different information (which comes in a variety of 
different formats), then take that information and organize it in an efficient manner.  

 
During this process, the ability to evaluate the quality of the information is imperative.  Remember, a staggering amount of infor-

mation is being created and posted that is not high quality and may not, in fact, even be true.  Students must learn to sift through in-
formation, discern which information is valuable and use that information for their purposes. 

 
Finally, what good is gathered information if that information can’t be used to complete necessary tasks? Students, using a variety 

of information tools such as web pages, video production, and other technological tools, must then possess the ability to process their 
gathered information and, in turn, convey important, high-quality ideas and concepts back to the world.   
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A Well Child Screening/Kindergarten Round-
Up is planned for Friday,  

February 13th at Appanoose School.  The screen-
ing clinic is from 8:30am-2:30pm.  Call the school 

(785)566-3386 to  
schedule an appointment. 

 

The screening is available for children ages birth 
through age five.  All  

2009-2010 kindergartners need to attend this 
screening.  Each child’s overall  

development, hearing and vision will be screened.  
Bring your child’s social  

security card, birth certificate and  
immunization record.  Attending a screening is a 

necessary first step in the  
consideration process of peer model  

selection in ECSE Preschool Classrooms.  The 
screenings are a FREE service  

offered by the West Franklin School  
District, Three Lakes Educational  

Cooperative, Parents As Teachers  

and Headstart.   

CONGRATULATIONS! - 2nd Quarter Honor Roll Students 
Chief Honor Roll - All A’s—3rd Grade - Emily Peine, Joey Rodriguez, Michaela Rodriguez—4th Grade - Trenton Worley—5th 
Grade - Adreyanna Sharp, Kara Wray 
 
Indian Honor Roll - A’s and B’s—3rd Grade - Brady Altic, Joey Bellinger, Ethan Dohle, Macayla Harmon, Taylor Morrison, Sa-
vannah Rodriguez, Sarah Steed—4th Grade - Cooper Flory, Dawson Houston, Noah Kiser, Jade Mendoza, Cael O’Malley, Landon 
Randall, Amy Reed, Rylie Slocum, Ethan Wells, Morgan Woodbury—5th Grade - Alex Barber, Nik Brown, Emily Campbell, Jes-
sica Carlson, Shealee Crosby, Colin Downey, Fallon Dyer, Macy Flory, Rylee Radcliffe, Katelyn Rogers, Brittany Shaffer, Matthew 
Simpson, Zack Steed, Nick Streeter, McKenzie Weien 
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WELL CHILD SCREENING /        
KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP  

A Well Child Screening/Kindergarten Round-Up is 
planned for Friday, February 27th, at Williamsburg Ele-
mentary.  The Screening clinic is from 8:30-2:30 pm.  Call 
the school to schedule an appointment.  (785)-746-5777 

The screening is available for children ages birth through 
age five.  All 2009-2010 kindergartners need to attend 
this screening.  Each child’s overall development, hearing 
and vision will be screened.  

Attending a screening is a necessary first step in the con-
sideration process of peer model selection in ECSE Pre-
school Classrooms.    

Items to bring: 

· Child’s social security card 

· Birth certificate 

· Immunization record 

The screenings are a FREE SERVICE offered by the 
West Franklin School District, Three Lakes Educational 
Cooperative, Parents As Teachers, and Headstart.   
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The 2009 Quiz Bowl season is about to begin and the teams for this year have 
been chosen.  Representing the West Franklin Middle School is the 8th Grade 
team Glen Coffman, Mason Vance, Sydnie Turnbaugh,Whitney Earnest, and 
Owen Reed who are returning players.  The 7th grade team is Courtney Renfro, 
Alexis Yelland, Lane Curtis, Pam Kane, and Emily Reed.  Mr. Butler, Quiz 
Bowl Sponsor says the teams look strong again this year and hopes to have a 
great year.  This year’s tournaments are held on Monday and begin at 4:00 p.m. 
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Important Dates 
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Mrs. Spencer’s Art Class will begin drawing self portraits.  The 
theme is “Draw what you see, not what you think you see.” 
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FCCLA IS ON THE MOVE 
 

Many community folks were touched with holi-
day blessings from our WFHS FCCLA mem-
bers.  Our organizations at WFHS weathered the 
cold to share carols and food plates with elderly 
and shut-ins while enjoying goodies afterwards.  
An Adopted Family really liked the ham and 
gifts that members shared and military people 
were touched with letters written by members.  
Furniture and monetary gifts were shared with 
our advisor,  Mrs. Combs,  after her house fire 
tragedy.   

A safety assembly involving resource speakers 
for several of our classes will share with our 
students about personal safety and cyber safety.  
STAR event members are working hard towards 
their February deadline and several members are 
working for district officer elections on Febru-
ary 4th.  “Motivation in Motion” is the National 
FCCLA Week theme for February 8-14, 2009.   
Our chapter members are on committees  for:  
working at a food pantry, collecting clothing for 
the Salvation Army, creating Domestic Violence 
posters for our community, making an identity 
theft video, and sponsoring a poster contest for 
healthy eating/fitness.    
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This year there are some exciting changes in the year-
book – just in time for the graduation of the Class of 
2009. This year the yearbook will be in color and will 
include a CD with extra photos taken during the school 
year. Our student photographers have been working 
hard to make sure all students are well represented in 
the book. The cost of the book is still $35, and orders 
are still being accepted. Call Mr. Sims, yearbook ad-
viser, at 785.566.3392 if you have any questions. 

 

Senior Parents: 

Now is the time to begin considering buying an ad in 
the yearbook to show your pride for your son or 
daughter. The yearbook staff will work with you to 
design your ad and make sure that the ad has the pho-
tos and pictures you want to commemorate his or her 
graduation. Prices start at $25 for an eighth-page ad, 
$50 for a quarter page and $100 for a half page. Con-
tact *��	!���	��	$#:�:@@�CC�
	���	����	����������� �	
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Well Child Screening is a FREE service of your local school district and Three Lakes Educational Cooperative for ages infant 
through 5 years (next year’s kindergarteners).  You and your child can benefit from attending each year by: 

* Learning about your child’s social, self-help, communication, motor and cognitive development. 

* Your child’s ears and hearing are screened for signs of infection, fluid and ability to discriminate different sounds. 

* Your child’s eyes and vision are screened for ability to track moving objects, muscle balance, the ability of the eyes to work 
together, depth perception, color vision and distance acuity.  Teller Cards allow acuity screening of babies & small children. 

* Materials are available for you to take home on typical developmental sequences, developmental milestones & parent helps. 

It is best to schedule appointments for your children by calling your local school, however walk-ins are accepted.  If you are 
unable to attend your local screening, you are welcome to attend at another location.  In addition, individual screening is avail-
able throughout the year by calling Three Lakes West at (785) 528-5003 or Three Lakes Educational Cooperative at (785)828-
3113. 

Through Three Lakes Education Cooperative, your local school provides services for children who are eligible at no cost to 
families.  Services available for infants, toddlers and preschoolers include speech therapy, occupational and physical therapy, 
and early education intervention. 
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Summer Driver’s Education will have a district wide enrollment on Wednesday, March 
25, 6:30 p.m. at West Franklin Commons area.  This will be the only time I will enroll students.   All 

students who plan to take Driver’s Education must attend with a parent or guardian.  All students 
must bring their Learner’s Permit with them the day of the enrollment.  This gives you plenty of 

time to get your permit.  If you do not have it, you will not be enrolled.  Too much time is taken up 
and schedules are delayed due to this problem. 

 
For those who are planning to enroll in summer Driver’s Ed, the student's birth must have been on or before Dec. 31st, 1994.and must have 
their Learner’s Permit or valid farm permit PRIOR to the March enrollment.  Students will need to bring $2.00 to cover the student’s driver 
enrollment form and $175.00 to cover the cost of the class fee.  Checks can be made payable to West Franklin Schools.   This is the policy 
that will be followed for refunds: the $2.00 fee is non-refundable since it is sent to the state: the $175.00 is refundable until the first day of 

classes, in case you decide not to take the course.  Once class has started, all fees are nonrefundable for any situation or reason.  Payment of 
fees must be made by June 1 , the first day of class.  Class will be over approximately June 30. 

 
YOU MUST HAVE YOUR LEARNER’S PERMIT AT THE ENROLLEMNT.  If you need to go and get one, do so before enrollment 

March 25 .  Please check to make sure your permit has not expired and is still valid, if you have one prior to the enrollment time.  If it has 
expired, you’ll need to get a new one. 

 
Students who do not take/complete Driver’s Education cannot get a license until they’re 16 yrs. of age. They can get a Learner’s Permit, but 

will not be issued a license until age 16. 
 

Questions or concerns call Mrs. Welch at Williamsburg Elementary Schools, 

785-746-5777, ext 100. 
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510 E. Franklin 
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NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

 West Franklin U.S.D. #287 does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, disability, or age in 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its 
programs or activities.  Any questions regarding the 
Board’s compliance with Title VI, Title IX, or Section 504, 
including information about the existence and location of 
services, may be directed to the U.S.D. #287 Human Rights 
Officer Dotson Bradbury , who can be reached at (785)566-
3396, 510 E. Franklin, Pomona, KS or to the Assistant Sec-
retary for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education. 
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HOUSEBUILDING BIDS FOR THE 2009-2010  
SCHOOL YEAR NOW BEING ACCEPTED 


