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The board is looking at both 
short and long-term options 
concerning the gym.   
 
Should the floor deteriorate so 
much that it is no longer safe for 
athletic competitions, the fol-
lowing is a possible short term 
solution:   
· Athletic contests would have 

to be moved to the closest 
gym at AES.  

· High school basketball prac-
tices would have to be split 
practices with one team prac-
ticing right after school and 
the second team practicing in 
the evening. 

·  Junior high practices would 
be held at AES and WES 
once high school basketball 
season starts. 

· Several of the PE classes 
could possibly continue to use 
the junior varsity gym once 
the old wood floor and the 
rubber floor had been re-
moved and the concrete 
patched and sealed.  Those PE 
programs would have to be 
modified programs as the 
surface would be concrete 
instead of a wood surface.   

 
If you have suggestions for the 
board, as they deliberate this 
issue, please contact them with 
your thoughts and suggestions.  
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Serving on the Board of Educa-
tion is a tough job, as quite often 
they have to deal with chal-
lenges with no easy solutions.   
 
One such “challenge” was pre-
sented as an agenda item at the 
December board meeting - the 
junior varsity gym on the cam-
pus of West Franklin High 
School - often referred to as “the 
old gym” by patrons. 
 
Currently, the gym is used for 
physical education classes; for 
junior high and high school 
athletic practices;  for high 
school junior varsity; and for c 
team junior high basketball 
games. 
 
The gym was originally con-
structed in 1954.  During its 
service to the students of USD 
287, one rubberized floor and 
two wood floors have served as 
playing surfaces.  The gym’s 
current wood floor was installed 
in 1982.  It was a used floor 
salvaged from a school district 
in Wichita, Kansas.  This floor 
is now 28 years old in a building 
that is 56 years old.  
 
Recently, a small section of this 
wood gym floor buckled and 
had to be replaced.  The section 
was about  the size of a large 
office desk top, and had buckled 
to a point where it could no 
longer be used for athletic com-
petitions.   
During repair, significant mois-

ture was discovered sitting just 
below the wood floor, trapped 
there by the rubber surface and  
the concrete base.  This moisture 
build up is causing the wood 
floor to become black and warp 
in areas on the north end of the 
gym. 
 
There are two other areas on the 
north end which are also being 
monitored.  They are about the 
same size of the area just re-
paired.  They will require repair 
in the near future. 
 
There is a larger issue going on 
which is causing the problem.  
The gym sits below grade 
(below the surface of the sur-
rounding area) so ground water 
runoff is a challenge.   
 
The cost to replace the floor 
with an entirely new wood floor 
is $57,375.  While that takes 
care of the wood floor, it does 
not address the moisture prob-
lems or the possible cracks in 
the concrete sub floor.   
 
Total cost to repair the floor, 
replace the damaged concrete 
sub floor, and replace the 
bleachers could be as high as 
$175,000. In addition, once you 
spend those kinds of dollars, you 
are required to upgrade the 
handicapped accessibility of the 
building to 20% of the cost of 
repair of the floor.  Currently the 
building is not ADA accessible 
because of its age. 
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West Franklin USD 287 
Board of Education Meeting 

Education Center 
510 E. Franklin, Pomona,  Ks   66076 

Monday, December 13, 2010 

Call toOrder   

The regular meeting of West Franklin USD 287 Board of Education was called to order by President Chuck Campfield with the following 
members present:  Thayne Bush, Lisa Reece, Dave McClain 

 

Also present:  Mr. Dotson Bradbury, Superintendent, Teresa Hawkins, Clerk, Principals Robert Allen and Susan Wildeman, Virginia Cook 
and Megan Paulson 

 

Amend Agenda &Approve Consent Agenda  

The board voted to add item 4.10 – Grant Acceptance and 4.11 – Surplus Property to the agenda and to approve the following items on the 
consent agenda:  Minutes of the November 8, 2010 Meeting, Financial Reports/Pay Bills 

 

Patron Forum  

Lisa Reece commented on what a great job the pep band is doing and what a pleasure it is to hear them and see the student support at the high 
school basketball games. 

    

Reports  

Principal Rick Smith not in attendance due to a middle school music program, 

Principal Cathy Brandt  not in attendance due to illness. 

Principal Susan Wildeman had nothing to add to her report in the board management letter. 

Principal Robert Allen had nothing to add to his report in the board management letter. 

Superintendent Dotson Bradbury had nothing to add to his report in the board management letter 

�

WFHS/MS Auxiliary Gym Floor  

Superintendent Bradbury explained the moisture problem that has developed under the gym floor.  The gym is 54 years old, on it’s third floor, 
and has now developed water pockets under three sections of the north end of the court.  The flooring company, hired to repair one damaged 
section, believes that the concrete sub-floor has cracks which allows water to seep in. 

Some options to fix this problem are: 

1. repair the remaining two sections that have turned black and are being monitored  - cost $5,000 

2. sand and reseal the entire floor – cost between $9,000 & $10,000 and would not be a permanent fix 

3. replace the entire floor and repair/replace the concrete sub-floor – cost $180,000  and would then be required to spend 20% of that cost to 
upgrade the entrance to ADA requirements 

4. discontinue use of building for athletic events and bus athletes to Appanoose for games 

Consensus of the board was to just repair the remaining two sections of damaged floor this summer. 

�

Williamsburg Wood Shop Building 

A summary of repair and demolition costs was given to the board.  After much discussion, this item was tabled until after the new budget num-
bers are available and the spring capital improvement list has been compiled. 

Demolition cost - $13, 640 – does not include disposal of any asbestos material 

Repair wall & install metal roof - $16,600 

Repair wall & install 30 yr shingles - $16,165 

Repair wall & install 40 or 50 yr shingles - $16,307.55 
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West Franklin USD 287 
Board of Education Meeting 
Monday, December 13, 2010 

Minutes Continued 
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Travel Requests 

The following travel requests were approoved: 

Superintendent Bradbury to attend USA in Wichita – Jan 26th – 28th.  All expenses paid by Mr. Bradbury 

Richard Adler to visit the Thomas Bus Factory in High Point, North Carolina – Feb. 21st & 22nd.  All expenses paid by the company – no ex-
pense to the school district. 

WFMS 8th grade class to Weston, Mo for the annual ski trip in February 

 

Donation of Sick Days 

The board voted to approve the 42 sick days donated by staff to Julie Smith and to approve any future days donated to Julie for the 2010-2011 
school year. 

 

Donation to WFHS 

The board approved the $200 donation by a patron, for use by the FCCLA, FBLA and NHS chapters. 

 

ARC Appointments 

The following appointments were approved:  Shawn Shogrin, Ryan Sink 

    

WES Site Council Appointment 

The board voted to approve the appointment of Patti Gillett  to the WES Site Council. 

 

(Principal Rick Smith arrived at 7:34 pm) 

 

Budget Preparation 

Superintendent Bradbury discussed the uncertainty in the amount of budget cuts that is to be expected both this school year and next.  He 
asked the board for direction and their desire to cut days from the calendar for next year or reducing the contingency reserve fund by 20%  for 
the next three years.  Cutting 10-12 days would add approximately 15 minutes to the school day and going to a 4 day week would add approxi-
mately 50 minutes to each day. 

�

State Farm Grant – Water Containment System Bid Authorization 

The board voted to allow bids be solicited for the three holding tanks.  Each tank will hold approximately 27,120 gallons of water.   

 

Grant Acceptance 

The following grants were accepted by the board of education:   

$1,000 Blue Cross Blue Shield Healthy Habits Grant, written by Mr. Robert Allen and Jackie Robbins.  This grant will be shared by Ap-
panoose  and Williamsburg Elementary Schools.  AES students will be required to walk the distance from Pomona to Pomona, California 
and WES students will walk the distance from Williamsburg to Williamsburg, Virginia.  Blood pressure and blood sugar levels will be 
checked on each student and a volunteer dietitian will educate the students on healthy eating habits.  Each school will also receive a Wii 
game console and games to help with fitness education. 

 

Modern Woodman $2,500 matching grant awarded to the Appanoose Historical Society.  The Historical Society will use this grant to 
upgrade one of the restrooms to handicap accessibility. 
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West Franklin USD 287 
Board of Education Meeting 
Monday, December 13, 2010 

Minutes Continued 
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Surplus Property 
The board declared the stove in the WES workroom as surplus property to be donated to the metal collection project in Williamsburg. 
 
Executive Session  
At 7:50 pm, the board voted to enter executive session for 15 minutes for the purpose of the superintendent’s evaluation and for discussing non
-elected personnel to protect the privacy interests of the individuals to be discussed. 
 
Superintendent Bradbury exited executive session at 7:56 pm 
 
The Board of Education returned to open meeting at 8:05 pm 
 
At 8:05 pm, the board voted to re-enter executive session for 5 minutes for the purpose of the superintendent’s evaluation and for discussing 
non-elected personnel to protect the privacy interests of the individuals to be discussed. 
 
The Board of Education returned to open meeting at 8:10 pm 
 
Employment Recommendations 
The board voted to accept the following employment recommendations: 

 
Resignations: 
Ken Polk – AES – Custodian 
Julie Smith – WFHS – Softball Coach 

 
Termination: 
Kevin Goodman – WFHS - Custodian 
 
Employment: 
Lisa Grattan – WFHS - Custodian 
 
Adjournment  The meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm. 
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Due to changing weather conditions, there is always the 
possibility classes may have to dismiss early.  If you are 
not home during the day, please make arrangements for 
your children in the event this should happen.   

 

Please listen to KOFO-AM 1220, WIBW-TV Channel 13, 
KLWN 1320 AM, KSNT Channel 27, and WDAF-61 
Country for announcements on the 10:00 p.m. and/or 
6:30 a.m. newscast��
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Nina is the kitchen manager at 
West Franklin High School, and 
she goes “Above & Beyond” in 
her job.  For instance, she’s re-
ceived food in on days other 
employees were off for snow.  
She’s cooked turkeys at night 
after putting in 8 hours work for 
our Thanksgiving lunch (due to a 
glitch with a new turkey prod-
uct).  Thanks, Nina, for going 
above & beyond for students and 
staff!   

Many times Marsha 
has used her own 
vehicle and gas 
money to run errands 
for food service.  
When told she can 
use the school vans 
or claim mileage, she 
just says, “It’s for the 
kids.”   Enough said 
- Marsha is another 
Above & Beyond 
recipient that puts 
students first! 
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There was a small set back on the release of the Williamsburg 
Community Library fundraiser cookbook.  More recipes were 
turned in than anticipated, which caused a delay in production.    
 
Many thanks to all who participated.  It is certain the finished 
cookbook will be something we will all be very proud of! 
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Superintendent Dotson-
Bradbury recognizes 
Cherree Keeton, Food 
Service Director for 
achieving Certified 
Child Nutrition Man-
ager 2.   
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Mondays 1pm  High Bidders 
Wednesdays 9am  Quilters 
Wednesdays 10am  Head Start 
�
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Wednesday January 5  1:00 pm FOL Meeting 

Wednesday January 5  3:30 Student Movie 

Wednesday January 12 Noon Bunco 

Tuesday  January 18 6:20  Board Meeting 

Wednesday January 19 1:00 pm Movies  

Wednesday January 19  3:30 pm Art/Craft Class 
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January 3 NO SCHOOL - Winter Break 
 
January 4 CLASSES RESUME 
 
January 5 AES PTO 6pm snacks; 6:30pm 
  Meeting 
 
January 11 AES 2nd Qtr. Awards Assembly, 
  Grades 3-5, 2:30pm 
 
January 17 NO SCHOOL - District Staff 
  Development 
 
January 17 ARC meeting, 7:00pm 
 
January 19 AES Spelling Bee, Grades 3-5, 
  9:00am 
 
 

We inform our patrons annually of our district bullying policy which Appanoose Elementary School follows. Below is the policy and some tips that you as a 
parent can do to help prevent bullying. 

 
USD #287 Bullying Prevention Policy 

The USD #287 Board of Education prohibits bullying in any form on school property, in a school vehicle (school bus, school van, other school vehicle and 
private vehicle used to transport students or staff members to and from school or any school-sponsored activity or event) or at a school-sponsored activity or 
event.  
 
Bullying is any intentional gesture or any intentional written, verbal , or physical act or threat that is sufficiently severe, persistent or pervasive that is cre-
ates an intimidating, threatening or abusive educational environment for a student or staff member that a reasonable person, under the circumstances, knows 
or should know will have the effect of: 
 
· Harming a student or staff member, whether physically or mentally; 

· Damaging a student’s or staff member’s property; 

· Placing a student or staff member in reasonable fear of harm to the student or staff member; or 

· Placing a student or staff member in reasonable fear of damage to the student’s or staff member’s property; 

· Or any other form of intimidation or harassment prohibited by any policy of USD #287. 
 
Any individual (s) who have bullied others in violation of this policy may be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including suspen-
sion and expulsion. If appropriate, students who violate the bullying prohibition shall be reported to local law enforcement. 
 
A copy of this policy shall be included in the USD #287 District Handbooks. Violations of this policy shall be reported by staff, students or parents to build-
ing administrators. Bullying data will be collected and reported in the same manner as all other student conduct violations. 
 
Prevention Tips for Parents 
· Encourage your child to share problems with you with the assurance that it is not tattling. 

· Praise and encourage your child - a confident child is less likely to be bullied. 

· Help your child develop new friendships - new peers can provide a new chance.  

· Maintain contact with your child’s school. Keep a detailed record of bullying episodes and communicate with the school. 

· Encourage your child to participate in school and community activities to improve esteem. 
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West Franklin USD 287 

By this time of the year the 
Christmas tree has dried up 
and is making a mess of your 
floor, most of us have broken 
our New Year’s resolutions 
and we haven’t leaned over 
the back fence and talked to 
our neighbors in months be-
cause of the weather.  This 
time of year also presents 
special challenges at school.  
Our days of vacation are 
over; Seasonal Affect Disor-
der is setting in, the middle 
school basketball season ends 
on January 15, 2011, and 
middle school track practice 
does not start until the early 
March.  As hard as it is to 
believe, middle school stu-
dents have a tendency to lose 
focus especially concerning 
grades and school work dur-

ing the six weeks between 
athletic seasons.  It is impor-
tant for students to remain 
focused on academics during 
this time. Students want to 
make sure they stay eligible 
to participate in track when 
the time comes, and it is the 
time of year when Kansas 
State Assessments are in full 
swing. 

You can help your children 
stay focused on grades by 
checking Powerschool at the 
middle school website where 
you will be able to view 
grades and daily assignments.  
If you don’t have a login and 
password, contact the school 
office for that information. 
Talk with your children about 
how school is going without 

appearing to “nag” them.  
Keep children on a schedule 
that includes homework time.  
Children do well with a rou-
tine.  Take time to check your 
child’s book bag.  It can be a 
scary place at first, but be 
brave; it will lead to better 
organization and a focused 
middle school mind. The 
most convenient way to stay 
in contact with your child’s 
teacher is through Email. You 
can do this through the dis-
trict website at usd287.org, 
go to the Middle School link 
and staff Emails.  If that is 
problematic use the teacher’s 
last name, followed by the 
first initial of their first name, 
and @usd287.org. 

 

How to Help Your Child Stay Focused 

Important Dates 

Classes Resume Jan 4 

WFMS BB @ Osage City  
( A only) 5 p.m. 

Jan 6 

WFMS PTO @ 6 p.m. Jan 10 

WFMS BB League Tourn. @  
Council Grove 

Jan 10, 
13, & 
15 

No School Jan 17 

WFMS Winter Athletic  
Awards @ 2 p.m. 

Jan 26 

WFMS Quiz Bowl @   
Herrtington @ 4 p.m. 

Jan 31 
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Senior Parents - -Send Two Photo of Seniors 
��A colored 4X5 or 5X7 head and shoulder shot is needed for the 
class composite and the Ottawa Herald. If you do not have a head 
and shoulder shot, you will need a 5X7 size so it can be made into 
one.  Both photos will be returned and must meet school dress 
code. 

  Please help Ms. Greer get these photos by March 1st so that the 
composite and the Herald senior section will be complete with all 
seniors. If photos are not turned in school pictures taken by 
Kramer Photo will be used. 

January  2011 

Yearbook Deadlines Loom for Seniors 
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Reminder to Seniors and Senior Parents 
Remember to attend the Financial Aid/Scholarship Workshop 
on January 12th at 7:00 pm in the WFHS Commons.  Informa-
tion will be presented to help in applying for financial aid and 
scholarship for post-secondary education. 

Standard of Excellence To Be recognized 
 

The Dec. 10th basketball games here against Valley Falls (which are Varsity 
only) will start at 6PM not 5PM.  
  

All district students meeting Standard of Excellence will be recognized that 

FCCLA IS BLASTING OFF FOR ACTION 
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Athletic Honors 
 FHL All league  
Volleyball  1st Team Emily Reed & McKenzie Steele 
Football    1st Team Receiver Dalton Pabst 
   Interior D-line Eric Thornton 
   End  Jacob Bush 
Honorable Mention Guard Mitch Walters 
   Tackle Jacob Bush 
   Quarterback Josh Simms 
   Defensive Back Marcus McGee-Simms 
All Area Cross Country Taylor Slavens & Natasha Rodriquez 
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It is January….have you started your New Year’s Resolutions yet?  Is “dieting” in your plans for 2011? 

Perhaps the best way to diet is not to “diet” at all.  Eating healthy may be your solution.  Some things that may help:  eat 
sitting down; use a small plate; trade good carbohydrates high in calories (like cake or cookies) for complex carbohydrates 
(fresh fruit); use lean cuts of meat instead of fatty cuts; drink lots of water and exercise.  It took a while to put those 
pounds on - it will take a while to take them off.  

 Most of us know these common sense rules - we just don’t apply them.  Let’s make  2011 the year we decide to take good 
care of ourselves.     

 Kelly Osborne summed it up well when questioned about how she lost her weight and became healthier.  She said, “Everyone 
is asking me what’s the secret. The secret is there is no **** secret! You have to change your eating, your portions, and exercise.”  
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NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

 West Franklin U.S.D. #287 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, or age in admission 
or access to, or treatment or employment in, it’s programs or activities.  Any questions regarding the Board’s compliance with 
Title VI, Title IX, or Section 504, including information about the existence and location of services, may be directed to the 
U.S.D. #287 Human Rights Officer Dodson Bradbury, who can be reached at (785)566-3396, 510 E. Franklin, Pomona, KS 
or to the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education. 
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